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Objectives

V American Community Survey basics

V Find available datasets in the
application programming interface (API)

V Edit a sample URL to access the data
you need

V View results in your web browser

V Save your results as a .csv file and
format it to a readable format
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Outline

V American Community Survey (ACS) Bas

V Census API Basics

V Building an AP| Request
VAPI Demo

V Resources for Learning More

V Questions
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American Community Survey (ACS) Basics

The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey
design, continuous improvement, and data quality e —
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for local statistics on critical planning topics such as age, contont of the

American Community Survey

children, veterans, commuting, education, income, and duestionnaire.
employment

V Surveys3.5 millionaddresses and informs ov8675 billionof oy

Respond online today at:

Federal government spending each year I o | -

Complete this form and mail it
back as soon as possible.
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B s Bureau busines:

Please print the name and telephone number of the person who is
filling out this form. We will only contact you if needed for official
> Census Bureau business.
This form asks for information about the \ e

V Covers40+ topics supports oveB00evidencebased Federal .
government uses, and produc#g billionestimates each year >
V Key annual data releases:

V l-year Estimates (for large populations)

@) Fill out pages 2. 3. and 4 for everyone, including yourself, who is

., wi
living or staying at this address for more than 2 months. Then
mplete the rest of the form.

V 5-year Estimates (for very small populations) | —
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American Community Survey (ACS) Data

SOCIAL

Ancestry

Citizenship

Citizen Voting Age Population
Disability

Educational Attainment
Fertility

Grandparents
Language

Marital Status
Migration

School Enrollment
Veterans
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POPULATION

DEMOGRAPHIC
Age

Hispanic Origin
Race
Relationship
Sex

ECONOMIC

Class of Worker
Commuting

Employment Status

Food Stamps (SNAP)
Health Insurance
Hours/Week, Weeks/Year
Income

Industry & Occupation

Computer & Internet Use
Costs (Mortgage, Rent, Taxes,
Insurance)

Heating Fuel

Home Value

Occupancy

Plumbing/Kitchen Facilities
Structure

Tenure (Own/Rent)
Utilities

Vehicles

Year Built/ Year Moved In




ACS JYear vs. EYear Estimates

1-Year S>-Year
12 months of collected data 60 months of collected data
Statistics for areas with populations of | Statistics for all geographic areas down
65,000+ the block group (suimeighborhood) level
Smaller sample sizeless reliable Larger sample sizemost reliable
More current statistics Less current statistics
Best used when current data are more | Best used when precise data are more
important, or for analyzing large Important, or for analyzing small
populations populations
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Avalilable Geographic Areas

Nation
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Metropolitan and

Urb A . American Indian/ Zip Code
Micropolitan Areas roan Areds Reglons Alaska Native Areas/ Tabulation
Hawaiian Home Lands  Areas
States
Congressional  School Places Counties  Public Use Alaska State
Districts Districts Microdata Native Legislative
Areas Regional Districts
(PUMAs) Areas
Census Tracts

Block Groups
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Outline

V American Community Survey (ACS) Bas

V Census API Basics

V Building an AP| Request
VAPI Demo
V Resources for Learning More

V Questions
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Census Data API

CensudataAPI

A Dataservicethat allowssoftwaredevelopersand other usersto accesgublic
datain a standardizedvay
Uses:
A Supportsmobileandweb applications(internaland external)
A Drivesinteractivedatavisualizations
A Connectdo statisticalanalysisoftwarelike SASandR

Advantages:
A Easily downloads target variables and geographies
A Immediateaccesdo most current data
A Noneedto hostdataon anotherserver

A More datathanwhat is availableon data.census.gov
United States®

Census

o Bureau



Census Programs in the API

Demographic Programs Economic Business Programs

A American Community Survey A Annual Survey of Entrepreneurs & Annu

AR Decennial Census Survey of Manufacturers

A Decennial Census Self Response Rates A Business Dynamics Statistics

A Health Insurance Stats (from Current A County Business Patterns\bonEmployer
Population Survey, Survey of Income Statistics
Program Participation, ACS, Small Area A Economic Census & Economic Indicators
Health Insurance Estimates) A International Trade

A International Database A Quarterly Workforce Indicators

A Population Estimates and Projections A Survey of Business Owners

A Poverty stats (from CPS, Small Area IncomeQther Programs
&C%%Ses%%ﬁstlmates) A Census Planning Database
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www.census.gov/data/developers/datsets.html



https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html

Developers Page
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Accessing the API
A Request a key
U No charge
U Can make up to 500 API
qgueries per IP address pe
day without a key

A Browse the Discovery Tool
U List of several hundred
datasets
U Descriptions, variables,
geographies, examplesic

A Review updates

A Share your experiences in
the Developers Forum



