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Objectives

VAmerican Community Survey basics

VFind available datasets in the 
application programming interface (API)

VEdit a sample URL to access the data 
you need

VView results in your web browser

VSave your results as a .csv file and 
format it to a readable format 



VAmerican Community Survey (ACS) Basics

VCensus API Basics

VBuilding an API Request

VAPI Demo

VResources for Learning More

VQuestions

Outline



The American Community Survey is on the leading edge of survey 
design, continuous improvement, and data quality

V¢ƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ Řŀǘŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
for local statistics on critical planning topics such as age, 
children, veterans, commuting, education, income, and 
employment

VSurveys 3.5 million addresses and informs over $675 billion of 
Federal government spending each year

VCovers 40+ topics, supports over 300evidence-based Federal 
government uses, and produces 11 billion estimates each year

VKey annual data releases:

V1-year Estimates (for large populations)

V5-year Estimates (for very small populations)

American Community Survey (ACS) Basics



American Community Survey (ACS) Data



ACS 1-Year vs. 5-Year Estimates

Housing

Tenure

Housing Value

Occupancy

Taxes & Insurance

Household Size

Utilities

1-Year 5-Year

12 months of collected data 60 months of collected data

Statistics for areas with populations of 
65,000+

Statistics for all geographic areas down to 
the block group (sub-neighborhood) level

Smaller sample size ςless reliable Larger sample size ςmost reliable

More current statistics Less current statistics

Best used when current data are more 
important, or for analyzing large 
populations

Best used when precise data are more 
important, or for analyzing small 
populations
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Available Geographic Areas
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CensusData API
Å Dataservicethat allowssoftwaredevelopersandother usersto access public

datain a standardizedway

Uses:
Å Supportsmobileandwebapplications(internalandexternal)
Å Drivesinteractivedatavisualizations

Å Connects to statisticalanalysissoftwarelikeSASandR

Advantages:
Å Easily downloads target variables and geographies
Å Immediate accessto most current data
Å Noneedto hostdataon anotherserver

Å More datathanwhat is availableon data.census.gov

Census Data API
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Census Programs in the API

Demographic Programs  

ÅAmerican Community Survey

ÅDecennial Census

ÅDecennial Census Self Response Rates 

ÅHealth Insurance Stats (from Current
Population Survey, Survey of Income 
Program Participation, ACS, Small Area
Health Insurance Estimates) 

ÅInternational Database 

ÅPopulation Estimates and Projections 

ÅPoverty stats (from CPS, Small Area Income 
& Poverty Estimates)

Economic Business Programs

ÅAnnual Survey of Entrepreneurs & Annual 
Survey of Manufacturers

ÅBusiness Dynamics Statistics

ÅCounty Business Patterns & NonEmployer
Statistics

ÅEconomic Census & Economic Indicators

ÅInternational Trade

ÅQuarterly Workforce Indicators

ÅSurvey of Business Owners

Other Programs

ÅCensus Planning Database

www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html

https://www.census.gov/data/developers/data-sets.html
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Developers Page

Accessing the API
ÅRequest a key
üNo charge
üCan make up to 500 API 

queries per IP address per 
day without a key

ÅBrowse the Discovery Tool
ü List of several hundred 

datasets
üDescriptions, variables, 

geographies, examples, etc

ÅReview updates

ÅShare your experiences in 
the Developers Forum


